
Spotlight on Records - Navy Deck Logs

Deck logs from U.S. Navy ships are daily chronological entries documenting the
administrative activities of a ship. Deck logs can be useful to genealogists,
researchers, and historians as information contained within logs may include details
about ship movement, meteorological and operational accounts, sick lists, injuries,
honors and even arrests during a particular month. It is no surprise that deck logs
are among the most popular U.S. Navy records in the holdings of the National
Archives.
 
As we remember the 75th anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor, you may be
interested to see what the deck logs from December 7, 1941 reported about the
events of the day.  

Chris Carter, Archivist at the National Archives in College Park, explains the
importance of the deck logs from the USS Maryland during the attack on Pearl
Harbor:



While the December 1941 deck log from the USS Maryland is not yet available in the
National Archives Catalog, the deck log from the USS Monaghan (DD-354) includes
details about the attack and its engagement with a Japanese submarine on
December 7.
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A portion of USS Monaghan (DD-354), December 1941, page 22, for December 7th.

Over the last five years, more than 13,500 deck logs have been digitized by National
Archives staff and are available in the National Archives Catalog: “Logbooks of the
U.S. Navy Ships and Stations, 1941-1978.”  This represents just 2% of the entire
series! Deck logs are added to the Catalog as file units, and each file unit represents
one month of logs on a US Navy ship. This series contains more than 44,000
physical boxes and is being digitized at a rate of between 2,000-2,500 monthly deck
logs each year. National Archives staff are currently digitizing and adding deck logs
from the Vietnam War to the Catalog. 

Are you interested in Navy deck logs from a particular ship? You can learn more
about deck logs and how to search and request them. 

Every record tells a story. Archivist Rachel Sutcliffe describes some hidden treasures
she’s discovered within Navy deck logs.

In commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor, we also
invite you to tag selected records and photographs in the National Archives Catalog
related to the attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on December 7, 1941.

Have you conducted research using Navy Deck logs? Find something interesting?
We’d love to hear more! Email us at catalog@nara.gov and tell us what you’ve
discovered.
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Department of State:  
Notes to Foreign Consuls, 1853-1906
This series consists of communications
sent by the Department of State to
foreign consular officers in the United
States.

Questions or comments? Email us at catalog@nara.gov.
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